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VIA EMAIL & EXPRESS MAIL – August 31, 2021 

 
The Honorable Merrick Garland 
United States Attorney General 
United States Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530-0001 
 
Dear Attorney General Garland, 

 

I am writing to you with an urgent plea to investigate a serious ongoing criminal matter.  

As documented in publicly available video and reported by numerous news sources, on August 29th at a public 
meeting in Franklin, North Carolina, Representative David Madison Cawthorn (NC-11), speaking of the January 6, 2021, 
insurrection, was asked “When are you going to call us to Washington again?” His answer was chilling: “We are actively 
working on that. We have a few plans in motion I can’t make public right now. There’s a lot of Republicans who don’t 
want to talk about this.” 

Just prior to Rep. Cawthorn’s apparent admission to conspiring to launch another attempted coup, he repeated the 
Big Lie that had provided the cover for January 6th’s violent rebellion – that President Biden was not, in Cawthorn’s 
muddled yet nonetheless clear words, “dutifully elected,” and “we know it was a stolen election.” And he ominously 
warned that further big lies regarding the next election will “lead to one place, and that’s bloodshed.” Chillingly, he 
stated “I am willing to defend our liberty at all costs. There's nothing that I would dread doing more than having to 
pick up arms against a fellow American.” 

U.S. law does provide broad immunity for members of Congress acting in their official capacity. But that 
capacity, and thus that immunity, clearly does not extend to conspiring to commit an insurrection against the U.S. 
government, calling for bloodshed, and inciting followers to take up arms against their fellow citizens.  

I am writing to urgently request that you launch an investigation into Rep. Cawthorn’s past and ongoing 
insurrectionist activities, have the FBI interview him to determine his intentions, and confirm whether he is indeed 
planning for further violence in Washington, DC or anywhere else. In addition, we need to know with whom he is 
involved in this illegal conspiracy. 

Sincerely, 

 

David B. Wheeler 
President 
American Muckrakers PAC (aka FireMadison.com) 
 


